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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING 
Deuteronomy 6:2-6
Moses said to the people: ‘If you 
fear the Lord your God all the days 
of your life and if you keep all his 
laws and commandments which I lay 
on you, you will have a long life, 
you and your son and your grandson. 
Listen then, Israel, keep and observe 
what will make you prosper and give 
you great increase, as the Lord the 
God of your fathers has promised 
you, giving you a land where milk 
and honey flow.
  
‘Listen, Israel: the Lord our God is 
the one Lord. You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your 
strength. Let these words I urge on 
you today be written on your heart.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 17:2-4, 47, 51
I love you, Lord, my strength.

SECOND READING
Hebrews 7:23-28
There used to be a great number of 
priests under the former covenant, 
because death put an end to each one 
of them; but this one, Christ, because 
he remains for ever, can never lose 
his priesthood. It follows, then, that 
his power to save is utterly certain, 
since he is living for ever to 

intercede for all who come to God 
through him.
To suit us, the ideal high priest 
would have to be holy, innocent and 
uncontaminated, beyond the 
influence of sinners, and raised up 
above the heavens; one who would 
not need to offer sacrifices every 
day, as the other high priests do for 
their own sins and then for those of 
the people, because he has done this 
once and for all by offering himself. 
The Law appoints high priests who 
are men subject to weakness; but the 
promise on oath, which came after 
the Law, appointed the Son who is 
made perfect for ever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jn 14:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them, and 
we will come to them.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Mark 12:28-34
One of the scribes came up to Jesus 
and put a question to him, ‘Which is 
the first of all the commandments?’ 
Jesus replied, ‘This is the first: 
Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is 
the one Lord, and you must love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Roy John (8382 1717)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 1.30pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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A RIGHT WAY OF DYING
I do not want to die from some 
medical condition; I want to die from 
death!

Ivan Illich wrote that. What’s meant 
here? Don’t we all die from death? 
Of course, in reality that’s what we 
all die from, but in our idea of 
things, most often, we die from a 
medical condition or from bad luck 
through cancer, heart disease, 
diabetes, Alzheimer’s, or as the 
victim of an accident.  Sometimes, 
because of how we think of death, 
we do die from a medical condition.

That’s what Ivan Illich is trying to 
highlight here. Death is meant to be 
met and respected as a normal 
human experience, not as a medical 
failure. Death and its inevitability in 
our lives are to be understood as a 
growth point, a necessary 
maturation, something to which we 
are organically and spiritually 
destined and not as an aberration or 
unnatural intrusion into the life cycle 
(an intrusion that could have been 
avoided except for an accident or 
failure of medicine.) We need to 
understand death the way a woman 
carrying a child contemplates its 
delivery, not as some aberration or 
risky medical procedure but as the 
full flowering of a life process.

We pay a price for our false idea on 
dying, more than we imagine. When 
death is seen as a medical failure or 
as tragic bad luck, its threat then 
becomes a menacing specter and a 
threatening darkness inside that 
cauldron of all those other energies 
and fears we do not consciously deal 
with and into which we dare not 
venture.

Ernest Becker speaks of something 
he calls “the denial of death” and 
suggests that our refusal to meet and 
respect death as a natural process 
rather than as an aberration 
impoverishes us in untold ways. 
When we falsely fear death then the 

inchoate sense of our own mortality 
becomes a dark corner from which 
we stay away. We pay a price for this 
in that, paradoxically, by falsely 
fearing death we are unable to 
properly enter into life.

Martin Heidegger affirms much the 
same thing in his understanding of 
life. He suggests that each of us is 
(in his words) a “being-towards-
death”, that is, from the second we 
are born we already have a terminal 
condition (called life) and we can 
only be free of false fear if we 
consciously live out our lives in the 
face of that non-negotiable truth. We 
are dying. His language around this 
can leave us depressed but, like 
Illich, he makes a positive point. For 
Heidegger, in the end, we don’t die 
because of bad medicine or bad luck. 
We die because nature has its course 
and nature runs that course and we 
will, in fact, enjoy our lives more if 
we respect that natural course 
because that acceptance will help us 
to value more how precious our 
moments of life and love are.

Ironically, euthanasia, for all its 
sophisticated claims to be something 
that lets us control death, would have 
us die precisely from a medical 
condition and not from death (which 
is a natural process).

Of course, wanting to die from death 
and not from a medical condition 
does not mean we do not value 
medicine and what it offers for our 
health and the preservation of our 
lives. We are obliged by our nature, 
by our loved ones, by common 
sense, and by an inalienable 
principle right within the moral order 
itself to take all ordinary medical 
measures available to preserve our 
health. Modern medicine is 
wonderful and many of us, including 
myself, are alive today thanks only 
to modern medicine. But we must be 
clear too that when we come to die it 
won’t be because of a medical 

failure but rather because death is 
our natural end.  Just as we were 
once born from our mother’s womb, 
there comes a time when we need to 
be born again from the earth’s 
womb.

Moreover accepting death in this 
way is not a negative stoicism which 
robs life of delight and joy.  To the 
contrary, as anyone who has ever 
had a health crisis the brought him or 
her close to death will tell you, 
facing death makes everything in life 
all the more precious since it is no 
longer taken for granted.

One cautionary flag: This kind of 
talk is not necessarily for the young 
in whom the denial of death is, for a 
good reason, very powerful. While 
young people should not be willfully 
blind to their own mortality or live 
their lives as if life here were to go 
on forever, they shouldn’t yet be 
focused on death. Their task is to 
build a future for themselves and the 
world. Death can be dealt with later. 
Metaphorically speaking, they need 
to be focused more on nurturing the 
embryo than worrying about its 
delivery.

At the center of Jesus’ teaching lies a 
great paradox: Whoever clings to life 
will lose it and whoever lets go of 
life will find it. Ivan Illich, it would 
seem, agrees.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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mind and with all your strength. The 
second is this: You must love your 
neighbour as yourself. There is no 
commandment greater than these.’ 
The scribe said to him, ‘Well 
spoken, Master; what you have said 
is true: that he is one and there is no 
other. To love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding 
and strength, and to love your 
neighbour as yourself, this is far 
more important than any holocaust 
or sacrifice.’ Jesus, seeing how 
wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are 
not far from the kingdom of God.’ 
And after that no one dared to 
question him any more.

DID YOU KNOW?
The first commandment which Jesus 
quotes is the great Jewish prayer 
known as the Shema (Deut 6:4–5). 
Even today this prayer is recited 
each morning and evening by 
practising Jews. 

• In traditional Jewish practice the 
Shema is written on a slip of paper 
and placed inside the mezuzah, a 
small box beside the front doors of 
Jewish homes. Each time a person 
passes through the door, they touch 
the mezuzah in a symbolic action of 
reciting this great prayer. It is a way 
of reminding themselves often 
during the day of God’s greatness 
and their obligation to love him. 

• The second commandment quoted 
by Jesus comes from Leviticus 
19:18. Both commandments are part 
of the Torah or Law. 

EXPLORING THE WORD 
Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is often in a 
conflict situation with the leaders or 
elite of the Jewish people. This text 
is quite a contrast. This scribe came 
to Jesus to question him, probably 
seeking to entrap him in some way. 
Instead, the scribe sees that Jesus has 
a clear understanding of what God 
requires of us. The great 
commandments to love God and to 
love your neighbour as yourself 

(Continued from page 1)REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 1.30pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.15am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

summarise all the requirements of 
the Law of Moses. The Scribe 
rightly sees that it is in the actions 
of loving God and neighbour in our 
daily lives that we really respond 
properly to God’s call. This is more 
important than the legalistic 
requirements of worship in the 
Temple with burnt offerings and 
sacrifices on the altar. Because of 
his agreement with the vision of 
Jesus, the scribe is declared ‘not far 
from the kingdom of God’.  

MAKING CONNECTIONS 
• What for you is the greatest 

aspect of your faith? What does it 
mean to love God with all our 
heart, understanding and strength? 
What does it mean to love our 
neighbour as ourselves? 

• Use today’s Psalm as an 
affirmation of faith: 
I love you, Lord, my strength, 
my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 
My God is the rock where I take 
refuge; my shield, my mighty help, 
my stronghold. The Lord is worthy 
of all praise: when I call I am 
saved from my foes.

 
THIS WEEK’S READINGS

(November 05 - 11)
• Monday, 05: Weekday, Ord Time 

31 (Phil 2:1-4; Lk 14:12-14)

• Tuesday, 06: Weekday, Ord Time 
31 (Phil 2:5-11; Lk 14:15-24)

• Wednesday, 07: Weekday, Ord 
Time 31 (Phil 2:12-18; Lk 
14:25-33)

• Thursday, 08: Weekday, Ord 
Time 31 (Phil 3:3-8; Lk 15:1-10)

• Friday, 09: Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica (Ezek 47:1-2, 
8-9, 12; Jn 2)

• Saturday, 10: St Leo the Great 
(Phil 4:10-19; Lk 16:9-15)

• Sunday 11: 32nd SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (1Kg 
17:10-16; Heb 9:24-28; Mk 
12:38-44)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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